The   Romantic             157
"I have never been to Poland. A most interesting
country, I believe. But, of course, one is always at
a disadvantage in a country when one does not speak
the language* The Polish aristocracy, I understand,
all speak French, but that, of course, would not
apply to the peasants."
"No.  Not to the peasants."
"When I am in a country I like to talk to people
of all classes. You learn a lot that way. I mean, by
talking to people of different classes. It broadens
your horizon. I'm not much of a man for towns
myself. It's your long legs/ mother used to say-
she always saw the humorous side of things/'
"It is a delightful gift/'
"Yes," agreed Captain Hyslop, "not everyone has
the knack/'
There was a pause.
"As you know, Captain Hyslop, my husband is
passionately interested in the East. I think that
nothing would make him happier than to go with
you on your expedition to Thibet."
"But could he get away? I mean, he has so many
responsibilities here. And he wouldn't want to
leave you/'
"No. That is the difficulty. But the one unfor-
givable sin in a wife is to keep her husband from
doing the things he really wants to do."
"That is a very generous attitude."